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We will not be visiting SoSAD 



Overview of the Tour 

 Downtown Landmarks       

 Broad 

 Disney Hall 

 Grand Park 

 Cathedral 

 

 MAD – Existing Projects 

 Gold Line Station 

 Angel City Brewery 

 Hauser Wirth and Schimmel 

 One Santa Fe 

 SciArc 

 

 Walk the Block 

 Urth Caffe 

 Barker Lofts 

 Arts District Park 

 Photo with Angel Wings! 

 

 SAD – Projects in the Pipeline 

 At Mateo 

 670 Mesquit 

 6 AM 

 Ford Factory 

 Row DTLA 

 



Evolution from Vineyard to 

Transportation Hub 

 

 

In earliest days, this part of town was 
planted as a vineyard with a Winery 
that lives on in the name of Vignes 
Street. 

 

Next came rail infrastructure and three 
terminal stations: 

• Southern Pacific in 1876 

• ATSF in 1885 

• Union Pacific in 1905 

 



Industrial Boom 

After rail service came to the District, 
the area became an enclave for 
working class neighborhoods and 
industrial uses. 

Los Angeles grew to the fifth largest 
City in the US during the 1920s.  
Excellent rail service helped transform 
the area into a center for 
manufacturing, including baked 
goods, women’s clothing, foundry and 

machine products, furniture, 
publishing, automobile parts, and 
furniture. 



Artists in the Arts District 

As industrial uses moved away and 
warehouses moved south and east, 
the older buildings attracted artists 
who were priced out of Hollywood 

and Venice. 

There was a thriving punk rock and art 
gallery scene here, although at the 
time most of these uses were illegal.  
The city passed an Adaptive Reuse 
ordinance in 1999, instrumental in 

preserving existing buildings and 
transforming them into residential and 
retail uses. 



Technology Transformation 

The unique nature of the District and its 
largely untouched building stock has 
attracted creative residents and 
businesses. 

While the original “developers” in the 
Arts District were often artists who 
owned their buildings, today the Arts 
District has attracted major national 
and international developers. 

Technology has played a significant 
role in the area’s transformation:  Uber 
substitutes for transit access and 
parking; live/work arrangements are 
conducive to high tech and creative 
jobs; Yelp attracts outside visitors to 
cultural attractions. 



Future Challenges and 

Opportunities 

Development in the Arts District is 
beginning to expand outward and 
overlap with other entrenched 
communities.  Skid Row is adjacent to 

the Arts District, offering both social 
services as well as casual jobs at the 
wholesale markets. 

Boyle Heights, across the LA River, has 
protested loudly at the advent of art 
galleries in their traditionally ethnic 
enclave. 

New development is focusing in the LA 
River rather than Alameda Street and 
the rest of DTLA. 



Let’s Go See The Arts District! 



The Broad Museum 

The Broad is a contemporary art museum 
founded by philanthropists Eli and Edythe 
Broad.  Opened in September 2015, the 
museum was designed by Diller Scofidio + 
Renfro in collaboration with Gensler.  

The museum is home to the 2,000 works of 
art in the Broad collection, which is 
among the most prominent holdings of 
postwar and contemporary art 
worldwide. 

The 120,000-square-foot, $140-million 
building features two floors of gallery 
space and is the headquarters of The 
Broad Art Foundation’s worldwide lending 
library. 

In its inaugural year, The Broad Museum 
far exceeded attendance projections, 
welcoming over 820,000 visitors. 



Disney Concert Hall 

Walt Disney Concert Hall was designed 
by architect Frank Gehry and 

completed in 2003.  It is the home of 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic, led by 
Gustavo Dudamel. 

Walt Disney Concert Hall (WDCH) is an 
internationally recognized 
architectural landmark and one of the 

most acoustically sophisticated 
concert halls in the world. 



Cathedral of Our Lady of 

the Angels 

The Cathedral was designed by 
Spanish architect Rafael Moneo and 

constructed from 1999-2002. 

Just as many European Cathedrals are 
built near rivers, Moneo considered the 
Hollywood Freeway as Los Angeles' 
river of transportation, the connection 
of people to each other. The site is 

located between the Civic Center 
and the Cultural Center of the city. 



Grand Park 

Grand Park is a 12-acre park located 
in the heart of the civic center in 
downtown Los Angeles.  It connects  
the Music Center on the west with 
County government offices, 

courthouses, and LA City Hall on the 
east. 

Grand Park is part of the Grand 
Avenue project, a multi-phase mixed 
use project by Related Companies.  
The project has completed it initial 

phase of residential development, and 
is about to begin a second phase 
which includes additional residential 
units and a five-star hotel. 



Angel City Brewery 

Angel City Brewery took over this 
building in 2010.  Formerly the West 

Coast headquarters of John Roebling 
Sons, this three-story brick warehouse 
dates to 1913.  Roebling made steel 
cable and wire, used in cable bridges 
such as the Brooklyn Bridge and the 
Vincent Thomas Bridge.   

The company also manufactured 
Slinkys! 



Hauser Wirth & Schimmel 

Hauser & Wirth is a contemporary art 
gallery founded in 1992 in Zurich by 
Iwan Wirth, Manuela Wirth and Ursula 
Hauser. 

The collection of buildings on this site 
originally housed Globe Grain & Milling 
Company (A-1 Globe Mills), which 
benefitted from close proximity to 
Union Station and LA’s historic Red Car 
mass transit system. A spur from the 

Santa Fe Railway brought wheat from 
California’s central valley directly to 
the mill for processing, and then on to 
the port for shipping worldwide. 



One Santa Fe 

One Santa Fe is a 438-unit, 510,000 
square foot project stretched over a 
long and narrow 4-acre site of 
previously vacant land associated with 

an adjacent Metropolitan Transit 
Authority rail yard.  Extending from First 
Street south toward Fourth Street along 
Santa Fe Avenue, the building’ length 
of more than a quarter mile echoes 
the strong, linear forms of the 
surrounding regional infrastructure, 

including the Los Angeles River, 
adjacent rail lines, and the former 
freight depot building that now houses 
SCI-Arc.  



SciArc 

SCI-Arc was founded in 1972 in Santa 

Monica by a group of faculty and students 

from Department of Architecture at Cal Poly 

Pomona, who wanted to approach the 

subject from a more experimental 

perspective than traditional schools offered.[  

In 2001, SCI-Arc moved to its current home, 

the 1907 Santa Fe Freight Depot on the 

eastern edge of downtown LA.  

When SCI-Arc arrived, the building was a 

stripped-down concrete shell. Today the 

building is on the National Register of Historic 

Places and the school has become an 

anchor for the Arts District.   Future 

development plans call for two on-campus 

public performance/lecture spaces, as well 

as development of a third public venue in 

the surrounding arts district. 



At Mateo 

Purchased last summer for $32.5 million 
by a joint venture between ASB Real 
Estate Investments and local real 

estate firm Blatteis & Schnur, five large 
warehouses occupying a huge block 
bounded by Mateo and Palmetto will 
be converted into an open-air 130,000 
square foot retail hub consisting of a 
major retail anchor, grocery store, and 
numerous restaurants and retail shops. 

In addition, a 400-space parking 
structure will support this $80 million 
project. 



Explore the Block! 

 

• A+D Museum (Architecture+ 
Design), recently relocated from 
Wilshire near LACMA. 

• Barker Block Lofts, adaptive reuse 

to condos from a furniture factory 
and warehouse. 

• Arts District Co-Op sells furniture 
and art to new area residents. 

• La Kretz Innovation Campus is a 

business incubator for cleantech 
startups. 

• CAN YOU FIND AND PHOTOGRAPH 
THE ANGEL WINGS??? 

Urth Caffe 

Barker 
Lofts 

La Kretz 
Innovation 
Campus 

New Park 

A + D Museum 



Find the Angel Wings! 



670 Mesquit 

670 Mesquit, a collaboration between the 
Gallo family and V.E. Equities calls for 
nearly 1.8 million square feet of development 
including 308 market rate and affordable 
housing units, a 236-key hotel and 
approximately 136,000 square feet of 
commercial space.  Proposed accessory 
uses would include retail space, restaurants, 
a museum, an art gallery, a gym and 
approximately 2,000 parking spaces. 

Architect Bjarke Ingels to design the mixed-
use complex, which would span across a 
5.45-acre site that stretches between 6th and 
7th Streets.  Plans call for five new buildings, 
ranging up to 374 feet in height, as well as a 
new deck atop an adjacent rail yard to 
create open space. 

670 Mesquit could interact closely with future 
improvements in the area, including the 
planned 12-acre park beneath the Sixth 
Street Viaduct.  



6 AM 

Developer SunCal purchased the 14.5-
acre property at Sixth and alameda 
for $130 million in March 2015.  SunCal 
specializes in master-planned and 

mixed use communities. 

SunCal is proposing 1,736 residences, 
two hotels, shops and creative offices 
and a school on a lot now the site of 
two warehouses. About 430 of the 
residences would be condos, the rest 
apartments. There would also be 

23,000 square feet of “art opportunity 
space” and two “major urban parks.” 

 



Ford Factory 

Completed in 1914 to manufacture Ford 
Model T automobiles, the poured-
concrete and block building was the 
second Ford Motor plant to be built west 
of the Mississippi.   The Model T was made 
here until 1927, when Ford switched to 
Model A production until 1929. Since that 
time, the building has housed U.S. Rubber, 
Lockheed Aircraft, Bullocks and the 
Imperial Toy Company among other 
industrial tenants. 

The building has been transformed to 
house today’s creative and knowledge-
sharing companies. In September 2016 
Warner Music Group leased all 257,000 
square feet  at the Ford Factory in order 
to consolidate operations at one 
location. 

 



Row DTLA 

This 30-acre industrial complex, 
highlighted by a trio of hulking 98-year-old 
warehouses, is being rebranded by owner 
Atlas Capital Group as ROW DTLA, a two-
million-square-foot campus consisting of 
creative offices, green spaces, shops and 
restaurants. 

Plans call for approximately 1.3-million 
square feet of office space capable of 
housing as many as 20,000 
employees.  Each building offers 70,000-
square-foot floor plates, featuring high 
ceilings, sandblasted walls and restored 
windows. 

Current occupants include the retailers 
Splendid, Ella Moss and GoJane.  Tartine 
Manufactory has announced plans to 
open in Fall 2017. 

 


